
 

RUFFORTH with KNAPTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

APPENDIX XII 

TRAVELLERS SITE 

In CYC's previous Draft Local Plan 2013 site 020(GT1 in Preferred Sites 2016) or field 818 of 6.57 ha was put 

forward as suitable for a Travellers site. It is a piece of land on the B1224, at Moor Lane next to New Gate Bridge, 

privately promoted and, therefore, attractive in its availability. This part of Rural West York is not an area where 

Travellers have traditionally camped; there has not been an illegal site in the parish of Rufforth with Knapton. 

The field proposed is situated next to the landfill site (soon to be a Waste Transfer Site) at Harewood Whin which 

makes it an inappropriate site choice. ’Community and Local Government Designing Gypsy and Traveller sites’... 

a good practice guide (2008) para 3.17 “Gypsy and Traveller sites next to rubbish tips, landfill sites are deemed  

unsuitable. Para 3.6 "no sites should be identified that would not be appropriate for ordinary residential 

dwellings". 

The proposed site GT1, the land at Moor Lane on B1224 also sits in the Green Belt. Planning Policy for Traveller 
sites for Department of Community and Local Government Aug 2015, policy E (16) states "Traveller sites 
(temporary or permanent) in Green Belt are inappropriate development. (17) Green Belt boundaries should be 
altered only in exceptional circumstances... has to meet specific identified need for a Travellers site through the 
plan making process. 
 
City of York's Local Plan Preferred Options April 2013, policy GT1 lists the types of development permitted in 

Green Belt. Traveller sites are not named. 

The two fields adjacent to the west of site 020 have been clearly marked as Green Belt when, in April 2015, the 

Yorwaste planning application to extend the waste disposal site at Harewood Whin was "called in" by the then 

Secretary of State. The proposed site contravenes purpose 3 and, possibly, 4 of the purposes of the Green Belt. 

Before the land was withdrawn from availability by the landowner, a proposed site for Show People Plots on the 

B1224 was deemed inappropriate. This decision was made against criteria set by Peter Brett Associates for CYC's 

Site Identification Study (Aug 2014). It was found to have had an unacceptable impact on the landscape and 

general extent of the Green Belt purposes; the development would have been prominent, out of character with 

its surroundings; representing a clear encroachment into open countryside. Also “the large landfill site to the 

northwest would have a negative impact on residential amenity". 

The proposed Traveller site is much closer to Harewood Whin than the Show People site and on a much more 

dangerous section of the B1224. 

The B1224 is one of the Green Corridor entrances to the City of York, protecting the setting and character of 

historic York in the flat Vale. 

Site 020 is clearly in the countryside, outside Urban West York. The amenities of a bridleway to the east of this 

particular site and the newly created cycle path to the north are part of this Green Corridor Infrastructure. There 

is open farmland to the west and views across the airfield to the southwest. 

The Parish of Rufforth with Knapton is an inappropriate area of Greater York for the positioning of a Travellers 

site. It is surrounded by Green Belt and is crossed by the B1224 and the A1237, York ring road. Both carry traffic 

at speed; the B1224 may have above average numbers of HGVs as it may have become a possible link road from 



the Wetherby services off the A1 to the by-pass, and it carries vehicles from Harewood Whin. The numbers of 

HGVs is set to increase when Harewood Whin becomes a Waste Transfer Station as part of CYC's Joint Waste 

and Minerals Plan. This road also carries large volumes of heavily loaded agricultural vehicles, especially at 

harvest times. 

Between A1237 and the village of Rufforth there are several dangerous bends making visibility poor for turning 

across traffic. Introducing more turning traffic would be risky. Access and egress from most fields along the 

B1224 is poor. 

Among other physical constraints to creating a Travellers site in the Parish are current hedgerow boundaries 

which would have to be moved and what would be prominent new lighting, signing and road marking. 

There are no footpaths along the road, or cycle paths into or away from York. There is an irregular bus service 

with no stops on the B1224 beyond the last residential property in Rufforth, on either side of the road. 

A major problem would be crossing the A1237 as there is no route for pedestrians or cyclists. 

The criteria listed by Policy ACHM4 CYC Local Plan Preferred Options Proposals for Gypsy, Travellers and Show 

peoples sites:  

1)... safe and convenient vehicular and pedestrian access to any site 

3) ...well located on the highway network 

4)... offer safe and convenient access to schools and local facilities cannot be met without major disturbance of 
the rural landscape of the whole parish and substantial financial investment 
 
None of these criteria are met by the site identified. 
 
 

 

 


